Reimmunization of children immunized at 18 months of age with Haemophilus influenzae type b vaccine.
We studied the response to reimmunization at 36 months of age with Haemophilus influenzae type b (Hib) polyribosylribitol phosphate (PRP) capsular polysaccharide vaccine. Children enrolled in the study had previously received PRP or PRP plus diphtheria and tetanus toxoids with pertussis vaccine at 18 months of age. A control group of children, who received a first dose at 36 months of age, was also studied. Ninety-five percent of children receiving a second dose of vaccine had a postimmunization anti-capsular antibody level of greater than or equal to 1 microgram/mL. In comparison, 70% of 36-month-old children who received their first dose of PRP had a postimmunization level greater than or equal to 1 microgram/mL (P = 0.09). The geometric mean titer at 37 months of age was 8.64 micrograms/mL in children who had received two doses of PRP vaccine, compared with 2.19 micrograms/mL in the group who received only one dose of PRP at 36 months of age (P = 0.04). We conclude that infants immunized at 17 to 19 months of age with PRP had an excellent immunologic response to reimmunization at 36 months of age.